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DO NOT OPEN THIS TEST BOOKLET UNTIL YOU START THE MOCK TEST 

TEST BOOKLET 

Time Allowed: 60 minutes                                                                                                                  Maximum Marks: 50 

 

Please read the below instructions carefully before proceeding 

DO NOT START THE MOCK TEST WITHOUT READING ALL THE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY 

General Instructions- before taking the mock test 

 This mock pack has the mock test question paper for Descriptive English for SBI Probationary Officers.  

 Please take a black and white print of the mock test pack. The print out will serve as the question paper 
for your mock test 

 Please take blank un-ruled A4 sheets to answer this questions paper 

 Take this mock test with all seriousness with the intention of measuring your actual performance.  
o Do not open the question paper before you take the test. You should see the questions first time 

only when you are attempting the mock test 
o Attempt this mock test in one sitting of 60 minutes. Avoid splitting the three hours stipulated 

time into multiple sittings. You need to take it as if you are taking the actual NICL exam 
o Take the test in a quiet room without distraction. Close the room, ask your family and friends to 

not disturb you, turn off your phone 
o Before the test, set your clock at 6 PM and put an alarm for 7 PM. As soon as the alarm rings, you 

should stop where you are. Do not give yourself extra 3-5 minutes, because in the actual exam, 
you will not get any extra minutes. Your answer booklet should be filled within the 60 minutes 
stipulated duration 

o Do not treat this merely as a question bank. This is a carefully designed mock test for the SBI PO 
exam. Treat it like the actual exam and manage your time so that you maximize your score by 
attempting all the sections properly 

o Write legibly. If the examiner cannot understand your handwriting, you will get poor marks 
despite good content. Neat and clean work may get you extra marks 

 

General Instructions for Descriptive Paper: 

1. All Questions are compulsory 
2. The number of marks carried by each question/part of a question is indicated against each. 
3. Stick to the word limit wherever mentioned 
4. Answers should be brief and to the point 
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DESCRIPTIVE TEST BOOKLET 

Q. 1. Write a letter in about 150 words on any one of the following (10 marks): 

I. Write a letter to Cancel a Membership or Subscription 

II. Write a letter to Grant Permission to Use or Publish Materials 

Q. 2. Write a paragraph on any one of the following topics in not more than 150 words (8 marks): 

I. The Limits of Science 

II. Computers in Everyday Life 

Q. 3. Write an essay on any one of the following topics in approximately 250 words (12 marks): 

I. Do you think RTI can remove corruption? If yes then why there were huge scams in past few years? 

II. Do you think political parties have a role in communal riots? If yes then explain how it can controlled? 

 

Q. 4. Make a precis of the following passage in English in your own words, in about one-third of the passage 

length. Marks will be deducted if your precis is much longer or shorter than the prescribed length (10 marks). 

As drivers, we have a responsibility on the road to ourselves, our loved ones and to other drivers. Responsibility 

here involves a few things. It means that we must be careful on the road. We must look out for other drivers, 

especially people in smaller vehicles and pedestrians. We must think of others and not be selfish and want our 

way all the time. Give way once in a while, be courteous and you will find driving a more pleasant experience. 

It is also our responsibility to ensure that our vehicles are in tip-top condition. This is to make sure that our 

vehicles do not break down or cause accidents. Therefore, service your vehicles regularly, at least once in every 

six months. While driving on the road, keep to the speed limit all the time, not only when we suspect there is a 

speed trap ahead. 

It is also the duty of the police to organize road safety campaigns to educate and raise awareness among road 

users about the dangers of inconsiderate driving. Drivers who are caught breaking traffic rules should be punished 

or fined severely. Right now, the punishment imposed is not enough to prevent drivers from repeating the 

offence or to scare off potential selfish drivers. (208 Words) 
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Q. 5 Read the following passage and answer the question given below (10 marks): 

We think of the moon as only a stone, a stone gone cold. An airless, waterless stone and the prophetic image of 

our own earth when, some few million years from now, the senescent sun shall have lost its present fostering 

power. …. And so on. This passage could easily be prolonged – a Study in Purple. But I forbear. Let every reader lay 

on as much of the royal rhetorical color as he finds to his taste. Anyhow, purple or no purple, there the stone is – 

stony. You cannot think about it for long without finding yourself invaded by one or other of several sentiments. 

These sentiments belong to one or other of two contrasted and complementary groups. The name of the first 

family is Sentiments of Human Insignificance, of the second, Sentiments of Human Greatness. Meditating on that 

derelict stone afloat there in the abyss, you may feel a worm,. abject and futile in the face of wholly 

incomprehensible immensities. ‘The silence of those infinite spaces frightens. me.’ You may feel as Pascal felt. Or, 

alternatively, you may feel as M. Paul Valery has said: `The silence of those infinite spaces does not frighten me.’ 

For the spectacle of that moon need not necessarily make you feel like a worm. It may, on the contrary, cause you 

to rejoice exultantly in your manhood. There floats the stone, the nearest and most familiar symbol of all the 

astronomical horrors: but the astronomers who discovered those horrors of space and time were men. The 

universe throws down a challenge to the human spirit; in spite of his insignificance and abjection, man has taken 

it up. The stone glares down at us out of the black boundlessness. But the fact that we know it justifies us in 

feeling a certain human pride. We have a right to our moods of sober exultation. 

Questions: 

1) (a) How does the writer describe the moon? 

(b) Do you think that the image of the moon revealed here is prophetic? Why? 

(c) What kind of two contrasted and complementary sentiments does the moon evoke? 

(d) What does the author try to suggest about the place of man in the universe? 

(e) Give the central idea of the passage. 


