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DO NOT OPEN THIS TEST BOOKLET UNTIL YOU START THE MOCK TEST 

TEST BOOKLET 

Time Allowed: 60 minutes                                                                                                                  Maximum Marks: 50 

 

Please read the below instructions carefully before proceeding 

DO NOT START THE MOCK TEST WITHOUT READING ALL THE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY 

General Instructions- before taking the mock test 

 This mock pack has the mock test question paper for Descriptive English for SBI Probationary Officers.  

 Please take a black and white print of the mock test pack. The print out will serve as the question paper 
for your mock test 

 Please take blank un-ruled A4 sheets to answer this questions paper 

 Take this mock test with all seriousness with the intention of measuring your actual performance.  
o Do not open the question paper before you take the test. You should see the questions first time 

only when you are attempting the mock test 
o Attempt this mock test in one sitting of 60 minutes. Avoid splitting the three hours stipulated 

time into multiple sittings. You need to take it as if you are taking the actual NICL exam 
o Take the test in a quiet room without distraction. Close the room, ask your family and friends to 

not disturb you, turn off your phone 
o Before the test, set your clock at 6 PM and put an alarm for 7 PM. As soon as the alarm rings, you 

should stop where you are. Do not give yourself extra 3-5 minutes, because in the actual exam, 
you will not get any extra minutes. Your answer booklet should be filled within the 60 minutes 
stipulated duration 

o Do not treat this merely as a question bank. This is a carefully designed mock test for the SBI PO 
exam. Treat it like the actual exam and manage your time so that you maximize your score by 
attempting all the sections properly 

o Write legibly. If the examiner cannot understand your handwriting, you will get poor marks 
despite good content. Neat and clean work may get you extra marks 

 

General Instructions for Descriptive Paper: 

1. All Questions are compulsory 
2. The number of marks carried by each question/part of a question is indicated against each. 
3. Stick to the word limit wherever mentioned 
4. Answers should be brief and to the point 
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DESCRIPTIVE TEST BOOKLET 

Q. 1. Write a letter in about 150 words on any one of the following (10 marks): 

I. Write a letter to credit officer asking for a credit card.  

II. Write a letter to your college principle, suggesting him few changes in the college website that make the 

website more informative and easy to navigate. 

Q. 2. Write a paragraph on any one of the following topics in not more than 150 words (8 marks): 

I. Reforms of sports bodies in our country 

II. Modern Man—A Slave to Machine 

Q. 3. Write an essay on any one of the following topics in approximately 250 words (12 marks): 

I. Ragging: should it be distinguished from brutality or criminality? 

II. What would be the impact of Multi-brand retail on Indian economy? 

 

Q. 4. Make a precis of the following passage in English in your own words, in about one-third of the passage 

length. Marks will be deducted if your precis is much longer or shorter than the prescribed length (10 marks). 

There are, of course, many motivating factors in human behaviour, but we would claim that nationalism is 

particularly worthy of study. Why is it particularly significant? Its significance lies in its power to arouse passionate 

loyalties and hatreds that motivate acts of extreme violence and courage; people kill and die for their nations. Of 

course it is not alone in this: people are driven to similar extremes to protect their families, their extended 

families or ‘tribes’, their home areas with their populations; and their religious groups and the holy places and 

symbols of their religions. However, these other loyalties are often rather easier to understand than nationalism. 

Parents making supreme sacrifices for their children can be seen as obeying a universal imperative in life forms, 

the instinct to protect one’s own genetic material. This instinct can also be seen at work in the urge to protect 

one’s extended family; but then the extended family, or on a slightly larger scale the ‘tribe’, can also be seen, in 

perhaps the majority of circumstances in which human beings have existed, as essential for the survival of the 

individual and the nuclear family. The nation is not generally essential to survival in this way. Of course, if the 

entire nation were to be wiped out, the individuals and their families would die, but the disappearance of the 

nation as a social unit would not in itself pose a threat to individual or family survival: only if it were to be 
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accompanied by ethnic violence or severe economic collapse would it be life-threatening, and such cataclysmic 

events are not an inevitable consequence of the loss of political independence. Conversely, there is no logical 

connection between the gaining of political independence by a subject nation and increased life chances for its 

citizens. In many, perhaps the vast majority, of modern nations there is likewise no evidence that in defending the 

nation one is defending one’s own genetic material; the notion that the citizens of modem nations are kinsfolk, 

while the citizens of (potentially) hostile neighbours are aliens, makes no sense in view of the highly varied 

genetic make-up of most modern populations,’ 

Such imagined communities could not, of course, exist unless they fulfilled a need. We can postulate that the 

need to belong to a community of some kind is a fundamental human characteristic, and that nations have arisen 

to fulfill this need, as earlier more primary communities – local, ‘tribal’, and religious – have lost their significance 

through economic and social change. But why should this need be fulfilled by nations, rather than some other 

type of unit? There is strong support in the literature for a view of nations as products of particular social and 

economic conditions operating from around the mid-eighteenth century, as products of ‘modernization’. 

 (462 Words) 

Q. 5 Read the following passage and answer the question given below (10 marks): 

It is wrong to believe that science has totally eclipsed literature with its inspiring zeal. That literature plays a 

subordinate role to science is equally untrue. Nevertheless, it is undeniable that science has comparatively a 

wider range for its impact on the physical world than literature. But that does not mean that literature has been 

incorporated in the realm of science to the extent that it loses  its distinct individuality. The reality is that both co-

exist without the one overshadowing the other,  Those who think that science has pushed literature into shade 

reducing it to a non-entity seem to be  simply imaginative and illogical in the comparisons of their respective 

merits. It is no doubt unquestionable that products of science are of greater material value than those which 

make an   emotional appeal, e.g., a bridge is of greater use to the public than a poem. But thereby one should not 

ignore the importance of a poem which will continue to appeal to human mind for time to come.  It is 

indisputable that a scientific theory like the one propounded by Einstein is not without its philosophical import as 

it lays its impress on the future growth of literature. But to be effective in this respect, science should unfold its 

principles by appealing to human emotions and not through crude and concrete material facts. Darwin’s theory of 

Natural Selection in its exposition of the evolution of man by appeal to emotions and imagination of men has 

been conducive to the growth of nineteenth century literature. Mans emotional attitudes to life and vicissitudes 

of his fortune are  colored not only by his inherited instincts and faith in his fate but also by his hope in point of  

longevity of life and betterment of future prospects. Oriented by a scientific theory, they give a colour to 

literature. 
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Literature feeds the emotional and imaginative hunger of man in this perspective science will not oust literature 

but enrich it by its impact on human life. Science can provide amenities of life for  human comfort but fails to lend 

or impart spiritual pleasure Delight that literature instills in man far  transcends the comforts which science 

provides. 

QUESTIONS: 

1) What is the basic contribution of science to humankind? 

2) What aspect of human life is fulfilled by works of literature? 

3) How have Darwin’s and Einstein’s theories proved conducive to the growth of literature? 

4) How is science friendly and not hostile to the growth of literature? 

1) Briefly enumerate the key ideas in the passage. 

 


