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DO NOT OPEN THIS TEST BOOKLET UNTIL YOU START THE MOCK TEST 

TEST BOOKLET 

Time Allowed: 60 minutes                                                                                                                  Maximum Marks: 50 

 

Please read the below instructions carefully before proceeding 

DO NOT START THE MOCK TEST WITHOUT READING ALL THE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY 

General Instructions- before taking the mock test 

 This mock pack has the mock test question paper for Descriptive English for SBI Probationary Officers.  

 Please take a black and white print of the mock test pack. The print out will serve as the question paper 
for your mock test 

 Please take blank un-ruled A4 sheets to answer this questions paper 

 Take this mock test with all seriousness with the intention of measuring your actual performance.  
o Do not open the question paper before you take the test. You should see the questions first time 

only when you are attempting the mock test 
o Attempt this mock test in one sitting of 60 minutes. Avoid splitting the three hours stipulated 

time into multiple sittings. You need to take it as if you are taking the actual NICL exam 
o Take the test in a quiet room without distraction. Close the room, ask your family and friends to 

not disturb you, turn off your phone 
o Before the test, set your clock at 6 PM and put an alarm for 7 PM. As soon as the alarm rings, you 

should stop where you are. Do not give yourself extra 3-5 minutes, because in the actual exam, 
you will not get any extra minutes. Your answer booklet should be filled within the 60 minutes 
stipulated duration 

o Do not treat this merely as a question bank. This is a carefully designed mock test for the SBI PO 
exam. Treat it like the actual exam and manage your time so that you maximize your score by 
attempting all the sections properly 

o Write legibly. If the examiner cannot understand your handwriting, you will get poor marks 
despite good content. Neat and clean work may get you extra marks 

 

General Instructions for Descriptive Paper: 

1. All Questions are compulsory 
2. The number of marks carried by each question/part of a question is indicated against each. 
3. Stick to the word limit wherever mentioned 
4. Answers should be brief and to the point 
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DESCRIPTIVE TEST BOOKLET 

Q. 1. Write a letter in about 150 words on any one of the following (10 marks): 

I. You are studying English at a private language school attended by many international students. You are 

planning a surprise birthday party for a friend who has been feeling particularly sad and homesick. Write 

to another classmate and invite him / her to the party.  

II. You have been living in a rental apartment for the past year. Recently a new neighbour moved in who 

has loud parties several times a week. Write a letter complaining about this to the landlord.. 

Q. 2. Write a paragraph on any one of the following topics in not more than 150 words (8 marks): 

I. Freedom of Expression 

II. Pleasures of Reading 

Q. 3. Write an essay on any one of the following topics in approximately 250 words (12 marks): 

I. The Need for Alternative Sources of Energy 

II. The Role of Judiciary in India. 

 

Q. 4. Make a precis of the following passage in English in your own words, in about one-third of the passage 

length. Marks will be deducted if your precis is much longer or shorter than the prescribed length (10 marks). 

Some say Assad is smart, but he is as stupid as Saddam Hussein. Saddam did not have the chemical weapons, but 

he never emphatically declared that he had none. His ambivalence left the outside world guessing about his 

elusive stockpile which did not really exist. Finally, he invited the wrath of the Americans, who hounded him till 

his grave. 

Assad, like this, surely drove fear into the minds of his foes by a few chemical weapons attacks, but it did not 

eliminate the opposition. He remains as much apprehensive today about his grip over power as he was before he 

unleashed the chemical weapons. But, he needlessly pushed America past the tipping point. Obama deployed his 

fire power declaring that an attack on Syria was imminent. Now, Assad has to surrender his chemical weapons 

stockpile to the west or to a UN body. He will be disposed of the weapons, once and for all. His opponents would 
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get a reprieve now. They may be emboldened to attack Assad’s forces more fearsomely. So, is Assad not as stupid 

as Saddam in flaunting his chemical weapons? (184 Words) 

Q. 5 Read the following passage and answer the question given below (10 marks): 

The altogether new thing in the world then was the scientific method of research, which in that period of Galileo, 

Kepler, Descartes, Harvey and Francis Bacon was advancing with enormous strides. All walls, all the limitations, all 

the certainties of the ages were in dissolution, tottering. In fact this epoch, in which we are participating still, with 

continually opening vistas, can be compared in magnitude and promise only to that of the 8th to the 4th 

millenniums B.C. : of the birth of civilization in the Near East, when the inventions of food production, grain 

agriculture and stockbreeding, released mankind from the primitive condition or foraging and so made possible an 

establishment of soundly grounded communities: first villages, then towns, then cities, kingdoms, and empires. 

Leo Frobenius wrote of that age as the Monumental Age, and of the age now dawning as the Global : 

“In all previous ages, only restricted portions of the surface of the earth were known. Men looked out from the 

narrowest, upon a somewhat larger neighbourhood, and beyond that, a great unknown. They were all, so to say, 

insular: bound in. Whereas our view is confined no longer to a spot of space on the surface of this earth. It surveys 

the whole of the planet. And this fact, this lack of horizon, is something new.” 

“It is chiefly to the scientific method of research that this release of mankind is due, and every developed 

individual has been freed from the once protective but now dissolved horizons of the local land, local moral code, 

local modes of group thought and sentiment. Not only in the sciences but in every department of life the will and 

courage to credit one’s own senses and to honor one’s own decisions, to name one’s own virtues and to claim 

one’s own vision of truth, have been the generative forces of the new age. There is a growing realization even in 

the moral field that all Judgments are (to use Nietzsche’s words) “human, all too human,” 

QUESTIONS: 

1) 1. What is the “epoch in which we are participating still”? 

2. In what way is it comparable to the period of the 8th to the 4th millenniums B.C.? 

3. What is meant by the new “lack of horizon”? 

4. What do you think is implied by “all the certainties of the ages” that were “in dissolution” during the 

period of Galileo and his fellow scientists? 

5. What is the new freedom we have found, and why does it require courage? 


